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UP-AND-COMER

VERONKA FOLEY Precision Drilling Corp

forthe US.

Foley

South Texas Law Review, as well

ision Drilling Cory

Foley moved to the U S fmm Colombla when she was 16, without speaklnq aword of Englis
biggest goal be graduati

from hlgh sdmi Foley graduated cum laude from Somh Texas College of law and was me assmant managing editor of

For seven years, Foley wasa mlorassoaatearFulbnqm &Jaworskiin Houstmand New e
Foley said the hardest part about going in-house was changing her focus from someane whose role is to point out

tential legal problems to bemq a pmblem mlver Fnleyls nspmsﬂ)[e for Precision’s operations in 10 states and deals witf

litigation

Foley named many mentors, including Joanne Alexander, Precision’s general counsel, wham Foley sairi
adyised her to build credibility and confidence with business clients to eamn the
right to exercise the brakes, if necessar
Foley volunteers at the Dispute Resolution Center, where she mediates disputes fn Spanis!
for the Hispanic community
Foley received her bachelor's from Baylor University and is admitted to practice law in Texa
and New York. She is a member of the Houston Bar Association, where sheis or
the International Law Section Planning Committes

PHILLINA LAI sysco Corp.

Phillin Lai serves as corporate counsel for Houston-based Sysco Corp., where she is the senior
director of transactions.
Pnurlo gmng in-house, Lai was an asmuate at the Houston law firm of Vinson & Elkins, where

Upon amwng at Sysco Corp.a Imle over a yearago, Lai understood the importance of leaming
the business components that would be critical toa successful transaction. Lai taok it upon herself
10learn the various other parts of Sysco’s operations — such as sales, labor relations and safety
management— to be a mare effective corporate counsel and business leader in any transaction.
Lai said she is most proud of gaining industry knowledge and the ability to balance the business
needs with the legal issues, which she demenstrated in a recently closed $39 million deal.
Lai, who had the most nominations out of the Carporate Counse Class of 2011, has pasitively im-
pacted nat only the legal department, but the entire company, including customers and suppliers,”said
Michael Nichols, ane of her many nominatars and Syscos former general counsel, whom Lai listsas a mentor.
Lai fs also involved with Sysco’s commitment to the Houston Faad Bank and the March of Dimes, as well
as being a member of the Asian American Bar Association, where she helps serve immigrants in
need of general legal advice and counseling.
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